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RATIONALE

ELEMENTARY INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC LEVELS I, II, AND III

Music is a unique form of communication that exceeds every boundary of verbal interaction known to
man. Recent studies point to the connection between music and improved academic scores, as well as
enhanced neurobiological development. Participation in instrumental music challenges students to
strengthen and utilize individual skills to improve group performance and provides opportunities for self,
peer, and group critique. This elementary instrumental curriculum encourages students to work
collaboratively, to utilize critical thinking skills to solve problems, and to develop creative potential
through music.

COURSE GOALS

Course goals for Elementary Instrumental Music are based on the New Jersey Student Learning Standards
for the Visual and Performing Arts.



Music Ensembles Standards

Creating

Anchor Standard 1: Generating and conceptualizing ideas.

Enduring Understanding: The creative ideas, concepts, and feelings that influence musicians’ work
emerge from a variety of sources.

Essential Question: How do musicians generate creative ideas?

Practice: Imagine 

Performance Expectations:

Novice

1.3.C.12nov.Cr1a: Compose and improvise ideas and motives for melodies and rhythmic passages based
on characteristic(s) of music or text(s) studied in rehearsal.

Intermediate

1.3.C.12int.Cr1a:Compose and improvise ideas and motives for melodies and rhythmic passages based
on characteristic(s) of music or text(s) studied in rehearsal.

Proficient

1.3.C.1prof.Cr1a: Compose and improvise ideas for melodies, rhythmic passages and arrangements for
specific purposes that reflect characteristic(s) of music from a variety of historical periods or
cultures studied in rehearsal.

Accomplished

1.3.C.1acc.Cr1a: Compose and improvise ideas for arrangements, sections and short compositions for
specific purposes that reflect characteristic(s) of music from a variety of historical periods or
cultures studied in rehearsal.
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Advanced 1.3Cadv.Cr1a: Compose and improvise musical ideas for a variety of purposes and contexts.

Anchor Standard 2: Organizing and developing ideas.

Enduring Understanding: Musicians’ creative choices are influenced by their expertise, context and
expressive intent.

Essential Question: How do musicians make creative decisions?

Practices: Plan, Make

Performance Expectations:

Novice

1.3C.12nov.Cr2a: Select and develop draft melodies and rhythmic passages that demonstrate
understanding of characteristic(s) of music or text(s) studied in rehearsal

Intermediate 1.3C.12int.Cr2a: Select and develop draft melodies and rhythmic passages that demonstrate
understanding of characteristic(s) of music or text(s) studied in rehearsal

Proficient 1.3C.12prof.Cr2a:

Select and develop draft melodies, rhythmic passages and arrangements for specific purposes that
demonstrate understanding of characteristic(s) of music from a variety of historical periods
studied in rehearsal.

Accomplished

1.3C.12acc.Cr2a: Select and develop arrangements, sections, and short compositions for specific purposes
that demonstrate understanding of characteristic(s) of music from a variety of cultures studied in
rehearsal.

Advanced

1.3C.12adv.Cr2a: Select and develop composed and improvised ideas into draft musical works organized
for a variety of purposes and contexts.

Anchor Standard 3: Refining and completing products.
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Enduring Understanding: Musicians evaluate and refine their work through openness to new ideas,
persistence, and the application of appropriate criteria.

Essential Question: How do musicians improve the quality of their creative work?

Practices: Evaluate, Refine 

Performance Expectations:

Novice ● 1.3C.12nov.Cr3a: Evaluate and refine draft compositions and improvisations based on
knowledge, skill and teacher-provided criteria.

1.3C.12nov.Cr3b: Share personally developed melodic and rhythmic ideas or motives (individually or as
an ensemble) that demonstrate understanding of characteristics of music or texts studied in
rehearsal.

Intermediate

● 1.3C.12int.Cr3a: Evaluate and refine draft compositions and improvisations based on knowledge, skill
and teacher-provided criteria.

● 1.3C.12int.Cr3b: Share personally developed melodic and rhythmic ideas or motives (individually or as
an ensemble) that demonstrate understanding of characteristics of music or texts studied in
rehearsal.

Proficient

● 1.3C.12prof.Cr3a: Evaluate and refine draft arrangements, sections, short compositions, and
improvisations based on personally developed criteria, including the extent to which they address
identified purposes.

● 1.3C.12prof.Cr3b: Share personally developed melodies, rhythmic passages, and arrangements
(individually or as an ensemble) that address identified purposes.

 Accomplished

● 1.3C.12acc.Cr3a: Evaluate and refine draft arrangements, sections, short compositions, and
improvisations based on personally developed criteria, including the extent to which they address
identified purposes.

1.3C.12acc.Cr3b: Share personally developed arrangements, sections and short compositions
(individually or as an ensemble) that address identified purposes.
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Advanced

1.3C.12adv.Cr3a: Evaluate and refine varied draft musical works based on appropriate criteria, including
the extent to which they address identified purposes and contexts.

1.3C.12adv.Cr3b: Share varied, personally developed musical works (individually or as an ensemble) that
address identified purposes and contexts.

Performing

Anchor Standard 4: Selecting, analyzing and interpreting work.

Enduring Understanding: Performers’ interest in and knowledge of musical works, understanding of their
own technical skill, and the context for a performance influence the selection of repertoire.

Essential Question: How do performers select repertoire?

Practices: Select, Analyze, Interpret

 Performance Expectations:

Novice ● 1.3C.12nov.Pr4a: Select varied repertoire to study based on music reading skills (where
appropriate), an understanding of formal design in the music, context, and the technical skill of
the individual and ensemble

1.3C.12nov.Pr4b: Demonstrate, using music reading skills (where appropriate) how knowledge of formal
aspects in musical works inform prepared or improvised performances.

1.3C.12nov.Pr4c: Identify expressive qualities in a varied repertoire of music that can be demonstrated
through prepared and improvised performances.

Intermediate ● 1.3C.12int.Pr4a: Select varied repertoire to study based on music reading skills (where
appropriate), an understanding of formal design in the music, context, and the technical skill of
the individual and ensemble.
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1.3C.12int.Pr4b: Demonstrate, using music reading skills (where appropriate), how the setting and formal
characteristics of musical works contribute to understanding the context of the music in prepared
or improvised performances.

1.3C.12int.Pr4c: Demonstrate understanding and application of expressive qualities in a varied repertoire
of music through prepared and improvised performances.

Proficient

● 1.3C.12prof.Pr4a: Explain the criteria used to select varied repertoire to study based on an
understanding of theoretical and structural characteristics of the music, the technical skill of the
individual or ensemble, and the purpose or context of the performance.

● 1.3C.12prof.Pr4b: Demonstrate, using music reading skills (where appropriate), how compositional
devices employed and theoretical and structural aspects of musical works impact and inform
prepared or improvised performances.

1.3C.12prof.Pr4c: Demonstrate an understanding of context in a varied repertoire of music through
prepared and improvised performances.

Accomplished

● 1.3C.12acc.Pr4a: Develop and apply criteria to select a varied repertoire to study and perform based on
an understanding of theoretical and structural characteristics and expressive challenges in the
music, the technical skill of the individual or ensemble, and the purpose and context of the
performance.

● 1.3C.12acc.Pr4b: Document and demonstrate, using music reading skills (where appropriate), how
compositional devices employed, and theoretical and structural aspects of musical works, may
impact and inform prepared and improvised performances.

● 1.3C.12acc.Pr4c: Demonstrate how understanding the style, genre and context of a varied repertoire of
music influences prepared and improvised performances as well as performers’ technical skills to
connect with the audience.

Advanced

● 1.3C.12adv.Pr4a: Develop and apply criteria to select varied programs to study and perform based on an
understanding of theoretical and structural characteristics and expressive challenges in the music,
the technical skill of the individual or ensemble, and the purpose and context of the performance.
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1.3C.12adv.Pr4b: Examine, evaluate, and critique, using music reading skills (where appropriate), how
the structure and context impact and inform prepared and improvised performances.

1.3C.12adv.Pr4c: Demonstrate how understanding the style, genre and context of a varied repertoire of
music informs prepared and improvised performances as well as performers’ technical skills to
connect with the audience.

Anchor Standard 5: Developing and refining techniques and models or steps needed to create products.

Enduring Understanding: To express their musical ideas, musicians analyze, evaluate and refine their
performance over time through openness to new ideas, persistence and the application of
appropriate criteria.

Essential Question: How do musicians improve the quality of their performance?

Practices: Rehearse, Evaluate, Refine 

Performance Expectations:

Novice 1.3C.12nov.Pr5a:

Use self-reflection and peer feedback to refine individual and ensemble

performances of a varied repertoire of music.

Intermediate

1.3C.12int.Pr5a: Develop strategies to address technical challenges in a varied repertoire of music and
evaluate their success using feedback from ensemble peers and other sources to refine
performances.

Proficient

1.3C.12prof.Pr5a: Develop strategies to address expressive challenges in a varied repertoire of music, and
evaluate their success using feedback from ensemble peers and other sources to refine
performances.
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Accomplished

1.3C.12acc.Pr5a: Develop and apply appropriate rehearsal strategies to address individual and ensemble
challenges in a varied repertoire of music and evaluate their success.

Advanced

1.3C.12adv.Pr5a: Develop, apply, and refine appropriate rehearsal strategies to address individual and
ensemble challenges in a varied repertoire of music.

Anchor Standard 6: Conveying meaning through art.

Enduring Understanding: Musicians judge performance based on criteria that vary across time, place, and
cultures. The context and how a work is presented influence audience response.

Essential Question: When is a performance judged ready to present? How do context and the manner in
which musical work is presented influence audience response?

Practice: Present

Performance Expectations:

Novice

1.3C.12nov.Pr6a:Demonstrate attention to technical accuracy and expressive qualities in prepared and
improvised performances of a varied repertoire of music.

1.3C.12nov.Pr6b: Demonstrate an awareness of the context of the music through prepared and improvised
performances

Intermediate ● 1.3C.12int.Pr6a: Demonstrate attention to technical accuracy and expressive qualities in
prepared and improvised performances of a varied repertoire of music representing diverse
cultures and styles.

1.3C.12int.Pr6b: Demonstrate an understanding of the context of the music through prepared and
improvised performances.

Proficient

● 1.3C.12prof.Pr6a: Demonstrate attention to technical accuracy and expressive qualities in prepared and
improvised performances of a varied repertoire of music representing diverse cultures, styles, and
genres.
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1.3C.12prof.Pr6b: Demonstrate an understanding of expressive intent by connecting with an audience
through prepared and improvised performances.

Accomplished

● 1.3C.12acc.Pr6a: Demonstrate mastery of the technical demands and an understanding of expressive
qualities of the music in prepared and improvised performances of a varied repertoire
representing diverse cultures, styles, genres, and historical periods.

1.3C.12acc.Pr6b: Demonstrate an understanding of intent as a means for connecting with an audience
through prepared and improvised performances.

Advanced

● 1.3C.12adv.Pr6a: Demonstrate an understanding and mastery of the technical demands and expressive
qualities of the music through prepared and improvised performances of a varied repertoire
representing diverse cultures, styles, genres, and historical periods in multiple types of ensembles.

● 1.3C.12adv.Pr6b: Demonstrate an ability to connect, engage and respond to audiences through prepared
and improvised performances.

Responding

Anchor Standard 7: Perceiving and analyzing products.

Enduring Understandings: Individuals' selection of musical works is influenced by their interests,
experiences, understandings, and purposes. Response to music is informed by analyzing context
(e.g., social, cultural, historical) and how creator(s) or performer(s) manipulate the elements of
music.

Essential Questions: How do individuals choose music to experience? How does understanding the
structure and context of music inform a response?

Practices: Select, Analyze

Performance Expectations:

Novice ● 1.3C.12nov.Re7a: Identify reasons for selecting music based on characteristics found in the
music, connection to interest, and purpose or context.
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1.3C.12nov.Re7b: Identify how knowledge of context and the use of repetition, similarities and contrasts
inform the response to music.

Intermediate

1.3C.12int.Re7a: Explain the reasons for selecting music citing characteristics found in the music and
connections to interest, purpose and context.

1.3C.12int.Re7b: Describe how understanding context and the way the elements of music are
manipulated inform the response to music.

Proficient ● 1.3C.12prof.Re7a: Apply criteria to select music for specified purposes, supporting choices
by citing characteristics found in the music and connections to interest, purpose and context.

1.3C.12prof.Re7b: Explain how the analysis of passages and understanding the way the elements of music
are manipulated informs the response to music.

Accomplished

● 1.3C.12acc.Re7a: Apply criteria to select music for a variety of purposes, justifying choices citing
knowledge of the music and the specified purpose and context.

 ● 1.3C.12acc.Re7b: Explain how the analysis of structures and contexts inform the response to music.

Advanced ● 1.3C.12adv.Re7a: Use research and personally developed criteria to justify choices made
when selecting music, citing knowledge of the music and individual and ensemble purpose and
context.

1.3C.12adv.Re7b: Demonstrate and justify how the analysis of structures, contexts and performance
decisions inform the response to music.

 Anchor Standard 8: Interpreting intent and meaning.

Enduring Understanding: Through their use of elements and structures of music, creators and performers.

Essential Question: How do we discern the musical creators’ and performers’ expressive intent?

Practice: Interpret

Performance Expectations:

Novice

1.3C.12nov.Re8a: Identify interpretations of the expressive intent and meaning of musical works,
referring to the elements of music, contexts and the setting of the text (when appropriate).

Intermediate
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1.3C.12int.Re8a: Identify and support interpretations of the expressive intent and meaning of musical
works, citing as evidence the treatment of the elements of music, contexts and the setting of the
text (when appropriate).

Proficient

1.3C.12prof.Re8a: Explain and support interpretations of the expressive intent and meaning of musical
works, citing as evidence the treatment of the elements of music, contexts, the setting of the text
(when appropriate), and personal research.

Accomplished

1.3C.12acc.Re8a: Support interpretations of the expressive intent and meaning of musical works citing as
evidence the treatment of the elements of music, contexts, the setting of the text (when
appropriate), and varied researched sources.

Advanced

1.3C.12adv.Re8a: Justify interpretations of the expressive intent and meaning of musical works by
comparing and synthesizing varied researched sources, including reference to other art forms.

Anchor Standard 9: Applying criteria to evaluate products.

Enduring Understanding: The personal evaluation of musical work(s) and performance(s) is informed by
analysis, interpretation and established criteria.

Essential Question: How do we judge the quality of musical work(s) and performance(s)?

Practice: Evaluate

 Performance Expectations:

Novice

1.3C.12nov.Re9a: Identify and describe the effect of interest, experience, analysis, and context on the
evaluation of music.

Intermediate

1.3C.12int.Re9a: Explain the influence of experiences, analysis and context on interest in and evaluation
of music.

Proficient

1.3C.12prof.Re9a: Evaluate works and performances based on personally or collaboratively developed
criteria, including analysis of the structure and context.
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Accomplished

1.3C.12acc.Re9a: Evaluate works and performances based on research as well as personally and
collaboratively developed criteria, including analysis and interpretation of the structure and
context.

Advanced

1.3C.12adv.Re9a: Develop and justify evaluations of music, programs of music, and performances based
on criteria, personal decision-making, research, and understanding of contexts.

Connecting

Anchor Standard 10: Synthesizing and relating knowledge and personal experiences to create products.

Enduring Understanding: Musicians connect their personal interests, experiences, ideas, and knowledge to
creating, performing, and responding.

Essential Question: How do musicians make meaningful connections to creating, performing, and
responding?

Practice: Interconnection

Performance Expectations:

Novice 1.3C.12nov.Cn10a: Demonstrate understanding of relationships between music and the other arts,
other disciplines, varied contexts, and daily life.

This Performance Expectation is embedded in the following Artistic Processes: 1.3A.12nov.Cr2a,
1.3A.12nov.Cr3b, 1.3A.12nov.Pr5b, 1.3A.12nov.Re7a

Intermediate 1.3C.12int.Cn10a: Demonstrate understanding of relationships between music and the other
arts, other disciplines, varied contexts, and daily life.

This Performance Expectation is embedded in the following Artistic Processes: 1.3A.12int.Cr2a,
1.3A.12int.Cr3b, 1.3A.12int.Pr5b, 1.3A.12int.Re7a

Proficient 1.3B.12prof.Cn10a: Demonstrate how interests, knowledge and skills relate to personal choices
and intent when creating, performing and responding to music.

revised August  2022 - Board Approved August 2022



This Performance Expectation is embedded in the following Artistic Processes: 1.3A.12prof.Cr2a,
1.3A.12prof.Cr3b, 1.3A.12prof.Pr5b, 1.3A.12prof.Re7a

Accomplished 1.3B.12acc.Cn10a: Demonstrate how interests, knowledge and skills relate to personal
choices and intent when creating, performing and responding to music.

This Performance Expectation is embedded in the following Artistic Processes: 1.3A.12acc.Cr2a,
1.3A.12acc.Cr3b, 1.3A.12acc.Pr5b, 1.3A.12acc.Re7a

Advanced 1.3B.12adv.Cn10a: Demonstrate how interests, knowledge and skills related to personal choices
and intent when creating, performing and responding to music

This Performance Expectation is embedded in the following Artistic Processes: 1.3A.12adv.Cr2a,
1.3A.12adv.Cr3b, 1.3A.12.Pr5b, 1.3A.12adv.Re7a

Anchor Standard 11: Relating artistic ideas and works within societal, cultural, and historical contexts to
deepen understanding.

Enduring Understanding: Musicians connect their personal interests, experiences, ideas and knowledge to
creating, performing and responding.

Essential Question: How do the other arts, other disciplines, contexts, and daily life inform creating,
performing, and responding to music?

Practice: Interconnection

Performance Expectations:

Novice 1.3C.12nov.Cn11a: Demonstrate understanding of relationships between music and the other arts,
other disciplines, varied contexts, and daily life.

This Performance Expectation is embedded in the following Artistic Processes: 1.3A.12nov.Cr2a,
1.3A.12nov.Cr3b, 1.3A.12nov.Pr5b, 1.3A.12nov.Re7a

Intermediate 1.3C.12int.Cn11a: Demonstrate understanding of relationships between music and the other
arts, other disciplines, varied contexts, and daily life.

This Performance Expectation is embedded in the following Artistic Processes: 1.3A.12int.Cr2a,
1.3A.12int.Cr3b, 1.3A.12int.Pr5b, 1.3A.12int.Re7a

Proficient 1.3B.12prof.Cn11a: Demonstrate how interests, knowledge, and skills relate to personal choices
and intent when creating, performing, and responding to music.

This Performance Expectation is embedded in the following Artistic Processes: 1.3A.12prof.Cr2a,
1.3A.12prof.Cr3b, 1.3A.12prof.Pr5b, 1.3A.12prof.Re7a
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Accomplished 1.3B.12acc.Cn11a: Demonstrate how interests, knowledge and skills relate to personal
choices and intent when creating, performing and responding to music.

This Performance Expectation is embedded in the following Artistic Processes: 1.3A.12acc.Cr2a,

1.3A.12acc.Cr3b, 1.3A.12acc.Pr5b, 1.3A.12acc.Re7a

Advanced 1.3B.12adv.Cn11a: Demonstrate how interests, knowledge and skills related to personal choices
and intent when creating, performing and responding to music

This Performance Expectation is embedded in the following Artistic Processes: 1.3A.12adv.Cr2a,
1.3A.12adv.Cr3b, 1.3A.12.Pr5b, 1.3A.12adv.Re7a

Music Harmonizing Instruments Standards

Creating

Anchor Standard 1: Generating and conceptualizing ideas.

Enduring Understanding: The creative ideas, concepts and feelings that influence musicians’ work emerge
from a variety of sources.

Essential Question: How do musicians generate creative ideas?

Practice: Imagine

 Performance Expectations:

Novice 1.3D.12nov.Cr1a: Create melodic, rhythmic and harmonic ideas for simple melodies as well as
chordal accompaniments for given melodies.

Intermediate 1.3D.12int.Cr1a: Create melodic, rhythmic and harmonic ideas for melodies over specified
chord progressions or AB/ABA forms as well as two to three-chord accompaniments for given melodies.

Proficient 1.3D.12prof.Cr1a: Create melodic, rhythmic and harmonic ideas for improvisations,
compositions (e.g., theme and variation, 12-bar blues), as well as three-or-more-chord accompaniments in
a variety of patterns (e.g., arpeggio, country and gallop strumming, finger picking patterns).

Accomplished 1.3D.12acc.Cr1a: Create melodic, rhythmic and harmonic ideas for compositions (e.g.,
rounded binary, rondo), improvisations, accompaniment patterns in a variety of styles, as well as
harmonization for given melodies.
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Advanced 1.3D.12adv.Cr1a: Create melodic, rhythmic and harmonic ideas for a collection of
compositions and improvisations in a variety of styles, as well as stylistically appropriate harmonization
for given melodies.

Anchor Standard 2: Organizing and developing ideas.

Enduring Understanding: Musicians’ creative choices are influenced by their expertise, context and
expressive intent.

Essential Question: How do musicians make creative decisions?

Practices: Plan, Make

Performance Expectations:

Novice

1.3D.12nov.Cr2a: Use standard notation or audio/video recording to document melodic, rhythmic and
harmonic ideas for drafts of simple melodies as well as chordal accompaniments for given melodies.

Intermediate 1.3D.12int.Cr2a: Use standard notation and audio/video recording to document melodic,
rhythmic and harmonic ideas for drafts of melodies over specified chord progressions or AB /ABA forms
as well as two-to-three-chord accompaniments for given melodies.

Proficient 1.3D.12prof.Cr2a: Use standard notation and audio/video recording to document melodic,
rhythmic and harmonic ideas for drafts of improvisations, compositions (e.g., theme and variation, 12-bar
blues), as well as three-or-more- chord accompaniments in a variety of patterns (e.g., arpeggio, country
and gallop strumming, finger picking patterns).

Accomplished 1.3D.12acc.Cr2a: Use standard notation and audio/video recording to document melodic,
rhythmic and harmonic ideas for drafts of compositions (e.g., rounded binary, rondo), improvisations,
accompaniment patterns in a variety of styles, as well as harmonization for given melodies.

Advanced 1.3D.12adv.Cr2a: Use standard notation and audio/video recording to document melodic,
rhythmic and harmonic ideas for drafts of compositions and improvisations in a variety of styles as well
as stylistically appropriate harmonization for given melodies.

Anchor Standard 3: Refining and completing products.

Enduring Understanding: Musicians evaluate and refine their work through openness to new ideas,
persistence and the application of appropriate criteria.

Essential Question: How do musicians improve the quality of their creative work?

Practices: Evaluate, Refine 

Performance Expectations:
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Novice ● 1.3D.12nov.Cr3a: Apply teacher or student-provided criteria to critique, improve and refine
drafts of simple melodies as well as chordal accompaniments for given melodies.

● 1.3D.12nov.Cr3b: Share final versions of simple melodies and chordal accompaniments for given
melodies, demonstrating an understanding of how to develop and organize personal musical ideas.

Intermediate

● 1.3D.12int.Cr3a: Apply teacher or student-provided criteria to critique, improve and refine drafts of
melodies over specified chord progressions or AB/ABA forms as well as two-to-three-chord
accompaniments for given melodies.

● 1.3D.12int.Cr3b: Share final versions of melodies over specified chord progressions or AB/ABA forms
as well as two-to-three-chord accompaniments for given melodies, demonstrating an understanding of
how to develop and organize personal musical ideas.

Proficient ● 1.3D.12prof.Cr3a: Develop and apply criteria to critique, improve and refine drafts of
improvisations, compositions (e.g., theme and variation, 12-bar blues), as well as three-or-more- chord
accompaniments in a variety of patterns (e.g., arpeggio, country and gallop strumming, fingerpicking
patterns).

● 1.3D.12prof.Cr3b: Perform final versions of improvisations, compositions (e.g., theme and variation,
12-bar blues), and three-or-more-chord accompaniments in a variety of patterns (e.g. arpeggio, country
and gallop strumming, fingerpicking patterns), demonstrating technical skill in applying principles of
composition, improvisation and originality.

Accomplished ● 1.3D.12acc.Cr3a: Develop and apply criteria to critique, improve and refine drafts of
compositions (e.g., rounded binary, rondo), improvisations, accompaniment patterns in a variety of styles,
and harmonization for given melodies.

● 1.3D.12acc.Cr3b: Perform final versions of compositions (e.g., rounded binary, rondo), improvisations,
accompaniment patterns in a variety of styles, as well as harmonization for given melodies, demonstrating
technical skill in applying principles of composition, improvisation and originality.

Advanced ● 1.3D.12adv.Cr3a: Develop and apply criteria to critique, improve, and refine drafts of
compositions and improvisations in a variety of styles, as well as stylistically appropriate harmonization
for given melodies.

● 1.3D.12adv.Cr3b: Perform final versions of a collection of compositions and improvisations in a variety
of styles, as well as stylistically appropriate harmonization for given melodies, demonstrating technical
skill in applying principles of composition, improvisation and originality.

Performing

Anchor Standard 4: Selecting, analyzing and interpreting work.
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Enduring Understanding: Performers’ interest in and knowledge of musical works, understanding of their
own technical skill, and the context for a performance influence the selection of repertoire.

Essential Question: How do performers select repertoire?
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Practices: Select, Analyze, Interpret

Performance Expectations:

Novice

● 1.3D.12nov.Pr4a: Describe and demonstrate how a varied collection of music that includes melodies,
repertoire pieces, and chordal accompaniments is selected, based on personal interest, music reading
skills, technical skill, and the performance context.

● 1.3D.12nov.Pr4b: Identify prominent melodic and harmonic characteristics in a varied collection of
music that includes melodies, repertoire pieces and chordal accompaniments selected for performance,
including some based on reading standard notation.

● 1.3D.12nov.Pr4c: Demonstrate and describe an understanding of the context and expressive intent in a
varied collection of music selected for performance that includes melodies, repertoire pieces and chordal
accompaniments.

Intermediate ● 1.3D.12int.Pr4a: Describe and demonstrate how a varied collection of music that includes
melodies, repertoire pieces and chordal accompaniments is selected, based on personal interest, music
reading skills, identified technical challenges that need to be addressed, and the performance context.

● 1.3D.12int.Pr4b: Identify prominent melodic, harmonic, and structural characteristics and context (e.g.,
social, cultural, historical) in a varied collection of music that includes melodies, repertoire pieces and
chordal accompaniments selected for performance, including some based on reading standard notation.

● 1.3D.12int.Pr4c: Demonstrate and describe an understanding of the context and expressive intent in a
varied collection of music selected for performance that includes melodies, repertoire pieces and chordal
accompaniments.

Proficient ● 1.3D.12prof.Pr4a: Explain the criteria used when selecting a varied collection of music for
individual or small group performances that include melodies, repertoire pieces, improvisations, and
chordal accompaniments in a variety of patterns (e.g., arpeggio, country and gallop strumming, finger
picking patterns).
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● 1.3D.12prof.Pr4b: Identify and describe important theoretical and structural characteristics and context
(e.g., social, cultural, historical) in a varied collection of music that includes melodies, repertoire pieces,
improvisations, and chordal accompaniments in a variety of patterns (e.g., arpeggio, country and gallop
strumming, finger picking patterns).

● 1.3D.12prof.Pr4c: Demonstrate and describe an understanding of the context (e.g., social, cultural,
historical) and expressive intent in a varied collection of music selected for performance that includes
melodies, repertoire pieces, improvisations, and chordal accompaniments in a variety of patterns (e.g.,
arpeggio, country and gallop strumming, finger picking patterns).

Describe and demonstrate how a varied collection of music that includes

of music that includes melodies, repertoire pieces and chordal accompaniments selected for performance,
including some based on reading standard notation.

Accomplished

1.3D.12acc.Pr4a: Develop and apply criteria for selecting a varied collection of music for individual and
small group performances that include melodies, repertoire pieces, improvisations, and chordal
accompaniments in a variety of styles. ●  1.3D.12acc.Pr4b: Identify and describe important theoretical and
structural characteristics and context (e.g., social, cultural, historical) in a varied collection of music that
includes melodies, repertoire pieces, improvisations and chordal accompaniments in a variety of styles.  ●
1.3D.12acc.Pr4c: Demonstrate and explain an understanding of the context (e.g., social, cultural,
historical) and expressive intent in a varied collection of music selected for performance that includes
melodies, repertoire pieces, improvisations, and chordal accompaniments in a variety of styles. 

Advanced

1.3D.12adv.Pr4a: Develop and apply criteria for selecting a variety of pieces for a program of music for
individual and small group performances that include melodies, repertoire pieces, stylistically appropriate
accompaniments, and improvisations in a variety of contrasting styles.

1.3D.12adv.Pr4b: Identify and describe important theoretical and structural characteristics and context
(e.g., social, cultural, historical) in a varied collection of music selected for performance programs that
includes melodies, repertoire pieces, stylistically appropriate accompaniments, and improvisations in a
variety of contrasting styles.

1.3D.12adv.Pr4c: Explain and present an understanding of the context (e.g., social, cultural, historical)
and the creator’s intent in a varied collection of music for performance programs that include melodies,
repertoire pieces, stylistically appropriate accompaniments, and improvisations in a variety of contrasting
styles. Anchor Standard 5: Developing and refining techniques and models or steps needed to create
products.  Enduring Understanding: To express their musical ideas, musicians analyze, evaluate and refine
their performance over time through openness to new ideas, persistence and the application of appropriate
criteria.  Essential Question: How do musicians improve the quality of their performance?
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Practices: Rehearse, Evaluate, Refine 

Performance Expectations:  

Novice

1.3D.12nov.Pr5a: Apply teacher or student-provided criteria to critique individual performances of a
varied collection of music that includes melodies, repertoire pieces and chordal accompaniments selected
for performance. Apply practice strategies to address performance challenges and refine the
performances.

Intermediate

1.3D.12int.Pr5a: Apply teacher or student-provided criteria to critique individual performances of a varied
collection of music that includes melodies, repertoire pieces and chordal accompaniments selected for
performance. Identify practice strategies to address performance challenges and refine the performances.

Proficient

1.3D.12prof.Pr5a: Develop and apply criteria to critique individual and small group performances of a
varied collection of music that includes melodies, repertoire pieces, improvisations, and chordal
accompaniments in a variety of patterns (e.g., arpeggio, country and gallop strumming, fingerpicking
patterns). Create rehearsal strategies to address performance challenges and refine the performances.

Accomplished

1.3D.12acc.Pr5a: Develop and apply criteria to critique individual and small group performances of a
varied collection of music that includes melodies, repertoire pieces, improvisations, and chordal
accompaniments in a variety of styles, as well as create rehearsal strategies to address performance
challenges and refine the performances.

Advanced

1.3D.12adv.Pr5a: Develop and apply criteria, including feedback from multiple sources, to critique varied
collection of music for performance programs (e.g., melodies, repertoire pieces, stylistically appropriate
accompaniments, improvisations in a variety of contrasting styles) selected for individual and small group
performance, as well as create rehearsal strategies to address performance challenges and refine the
performances.

Anchor Standard 6: Conveying meaning through art.

Enduring Understanding: Musicians judge performance based on criteria that vary across time, place and
cultures. The context and how a work is presented influence audience response.

Essential Question: When is a performance judged ready to present? How do context and the manner in
which musical work is presented influence audience response?

Practice: Present
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Performance Expectations:

Novice

1.3D.12nov.Pr6a: Perform with expression and technical accuracy a varied collection of music that
includes melodies, repertoire pieces and chordal accompaniments, while demonstrating an understanding
of the audience and the context.

Intermediate

1.3D.12int.Pr6a: Perform with expression and technical accuracy a varied collection of music that
includes melodies, repertoire pieces and chordal accompaniments, while demonstrating sensitivity to the
audience and an understanding of the context (e.g., social, cultural, historical).

Proficient

1.3D.12prof.Pr6a: Perform with expression and technical accuracy, individually and in small groups, a
varied collection of music that includes melodies, repertoire pieces, improvisations, and chordal
accompaniments in a variety of patterns (e.g., arpeggio, country and gallop strumming, finger picking
patterns), while demonstrating sensitivity to the audience and an understanding of the context (e.g., social,
cultural, historical).

Accomplished

1.3D.12acc.Pr6a: Perform with expression and technical accuracy, individually and in small groups, a
varied collection of music that includes melodies, repertoire pieces, improvisations, and chordal
accompaniments in a variety of styles, while demonstrating sensitivity to the audience and an
understanding of the context (e.g., social, cultural, historical).

Advanced

1.3D.12adv.Pr6a: Perform with expression and technical accuracy, individually and in small groups, a
varied collection of music for performance programs that includes melodies, repertoire pieces,
stylistically appropriate accompaniments, and improvisations in a variety of contrasting styles, while
demonstrating sensitivity to the audience and an understanding of the context (e.g., social, cultural,
historical).

Responding

Anchor Standard 7: Perceiving and analyzing products.
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Enduring Understandings: Individuals' selection of musical works is influenced by their interests,
experiences, understandings, and purposes. Response to music is informed by analyzing context (e.g.,
social, cultural, historical) and how creator(s) or performer(s) manipulate the elements of music.

Essential Questions: How do individuals choose music to experience? How does understanding the
structure and context of music inform a response?

Practices: Select, Analyze

Performance Expectations:

Novice ● 1.3D.12nov.Re7a: Identify reasons for selecting music based on characteristics found in the
music, connection to interest and purpose or context.

1.3D.12nov.Re7b: Identify and describe how interest, experiences and contexts (e.g., personal, social)
affect the evaluation of music.

Intermediate

1.3D.12int.Re7a: Explain the reasons for selecting music citing characteristics found in the music and
connections to interest, purpose and context.

1.3D.12int.Re7b: Explain the influence of experiences and contexts (e.g., personal, social, cultural) on
interest in and the evaluation of a varied repertoire of music.

Proficient

1.3D.12prof.Re7a: Apply criteria to select music for specified purposes, supporting choices by citing
characteristics found in the music and connections to interest, purpose and context.

1.3D.12prof.Re7b: Develop and apply teacher or student-provided criteria based on personal preference,
analysis and context (e.g., personal, social, cultural) to evaluate individual and small group musical
selections for listening.

Accomplished ● 1.3D.12acc.Re7a: Apply criteria to select music for a variety of purposes, justifying
choices citing knowledge of music and specified purpose and context.

● 1.3D.12acc.Re7b: Apply personally developed criteria based on research, personal preference, analysis,
interpretation, expressive intent, and musical qualities to evaluate contrasting individual and small group
musical selections for listening.

Advanced ● 1.3D.12adv.Re7a: Select, describe and compare a variety of individual and small group
musical programs from varied cultures, genres and historical periods.
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● 1.3D.12adv.Re7b: Develop and justify evaluations of a variety of individual and small group musical
selections for listening based on personally developed and established criteria, personal decision making,
and knowledge and understanding of context.

Anchor Standard 8: Interpreting intent and meaning.

Enduring Understanding: Through their use of elements and structures of music, creators and performers.

Essential Question: How do we discern the musical creators’ and performers’ expressive intent?

Practice: Interpret 

Performance Expectations:

Novice 1.3D.12nov.Re8a: Identify interpretations of the expressive intent and meaning of musical
selections, referring to the elements of music, context (e.g., personal, social), and the setting of the text
(when appropriate).

Intermediate 1.3D.12int.Re8a: Identify and support interpretations of the expressive intent and meaning of
musical selections, citing as evidence the treatment of the elements of music, context, and the setting of
the text (when appropriate).

Proficient

1.3D.12prof.Re8a: Explain and support interpretations of the expressive intent and meaning of musical
selections, citing as evidence the treatment of the elements of music, context (e.g., personal, social,
cultural), the setting of the text (when appropriate), and outside sources.

Accomplished

1.3D.12acc.Re8a: Explain and support interpretations of the expressive intent and meaning of musical
selections, citing as evidence the treatment of the elements of music, context (e.g., personal, social,
cultural), the setting of the text (when appropriate), and varied researched sources.

Advanced

1.3D.12adv.Re8a: Establish and justify interpretations of the expressive intent and meaning of musical
selections by comparing and synthesizing varied researched sources, including references to other art
forms.

Anchor Standard 9: Applying criteria to evaluate products.

Enduring Understanding: The personal evaluation of musical work(s) and performance(s) is informed by
analysis, interpretation and established criteria.

Essential Question: How do we judge the quality of musical work(s) and performance(s)?
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Practice: Evaluate

 Performance Expectations:

Novice

1.3D.12nov.Re9a: Identify how knowledge of context and the use of repetition, similarities and contrasts
inform the response to music.

Intermediate

1.3D.12int.Re9a: Describe how the elements of music are manipulated and knowledge of the context
(e.g., social, cultural) informs the response.

Proficient

1.3D.12prof.Re9a: Compare passages in musical selections and explain how the elements of music and
context (e.g., social, cultural, historical) inform the response.

Accomplished

1.3D.12acc.Re9a: Explain how the analysis of the structures and context (e.g., social, cultural, historical)
of contrasting musical selections informs the response.

Advanced

1.3D.12adv.Re9a: Demonstrate and justify how the structure functions within a variety of musical
selections, and distinguish how context (e.g., social, cultural, historical) and creative decisions inform the
response.

Connecting

Anchor Standard 10: Synthesizing and relating knowledge and personal experiences to create products.

Enduring Understanding: Musicians connect their personal interests, experiences, ideas, and knowledge to
creating, performing, and responding.
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Essential Question: How do musicians make meaningful connections to creating, performing, and
responding?

Practice: Interconnection Performance Expectations:

Novice 1.3C.12nov.Cn10a: Demonstrate understanding of relationships between music and the other arts,
other disciplines, varied contexts, and daily life.
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This Performance Expectation is embedded in the following Artistic Processes: 1.3A.12nov.Cr2a,
1.3A.12nov.Cr3b, 1.3A.12nov.Pr4a, 1.3A.12nov.Re7a

Intermediate 1.3C.12int.Cn10a: Demonstrate understanding of relationships between music and the other
arts, other disciplines, varied contexts, and daily life.

This Performance Expectation is embedded in the following Artistic Processes: 1.3A.12int.Cr2a,
1.3A.12int.Cr3b, 1.3A.12int.Pr4a, 1.3A.12int.Re7a

Proficient 1.3B.12prof.Cn10a: Demonstrate how interests, knowledge, and skills relate to personal choices
and intent when creating, performing, and responding to music.

This Performance Expectation is embedded in the following Artistic Processes: 1.3A.12prof.Cr2a,
1.3A.12prof.Cr3b, 1.3A.12prof. Pr4a, 1.3A.12prof.Re7a

Accomplished 1.3B.12acc.Cn10a: Demonstrate how interests, knowledge, and skills relate to personal
choices and intent when creating, performing and responding to music.

This Performance Expectation is embedded in the following Artistic Processes: 1.3A.12acc.Cr2a,
1.3A.12acc.Cr3b, 1.3A.12acc.Pr4a, 1.3A.12acc.Re7a

Advanced 1.3B.12adv.C1a: Demonstrate how interests, knowledge, and skills related to personal choices
and intent when creating, performing and responding to music.

This Performance Expectation is embedded in the following Artistic Processes: 1.3A.12adv.Cr2a,
1.3A.12adv.Cr3b, 1.3A.12.Pr4a, 1.3A.12adv.Re7a

Anchor Standard 11: Relating artistic ideas and works within societal, cultural and historical contexts to
deepen understanding.

Enduring Understanding: Musicians connect their personal interests, experiences, ideas, and knowledge to
creating, performing, and responding.

Essential Question: How do the other arts, other disciplines, contexts, and daily life inform creating,
performing, and responding to music?

Practice: Interconnection

Performance Expectations:

Novice 1.3C.12nov.Cn11a: Demonstrate understanding of relationships between music and the other arts,
other disciplines, varied contexts and daily life.

This Performance Expectation is embedded in the following Artistic Processes:

1.3A.12nov.Cr2a, 1.3A.12nov.Cr3b, 1.3A.12nov.Pr4a, 1.3A.12nov.Re7a

Intermediate 1.3C.12int.Cn11a: Demonstrate understanding of relationships between music and the other
arts, other disciplines, varied contexts, and daily life.
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This Performance Expectation is embedded in the following Artistic Processes: 1.3A.12int.Cr2a,
1.3A.12int.CrR3b, 1.3A.12int.Pr4a, 1.3A.12int.Re7a

Proficient 1.3B.12prof.Cn11a: Demonstrate how interests, knowledge and skills relate to personal choices
and intent when creating, performing and responding to music.

This Performance Expectation is embedded in the following Artistic Processes: 1.3A.12prof.Cr2a,
1.3A.12prof.Cr3b, 1.3A.12prof.Pr4a, 1.3A.12prof.Re7a

Accomplished 1.3B.12acc.Cn11a: Demonstrate how interests, knowledge and skills relate to personal
choices and intent when creating, performing and responding to music.

This Performance Expectation is embedded in the following Artistic Processes: 1.3A.12acc.Cr2a,
1.3A.12acc.Cr3b, 1.3A.12acc.P4a, 1.3A.12acc.R1a

Advanced 1.3B.12adv.C1a: Demonstrate how interests, knowledge and skills related to personal choices
and intent when creating, performing and responding to music

This Performance Expectation is embedded in the following Artistic Processes: 1.3A.12adv.CR2a,
1.3A.12adv.CR3b, 1.3A.12.Pr4a, 1.3A.12adv.Re7a

COURSE OBJECTIVES

After completing all levels of this program, students will:
1. Demonstrate an understanding of the structure and care of the instrument.

2. Demonstrate appropriate proficiency on the instrument.
3. Recognize and apply appropriate music terminology to performance
4. Perform from melodic and rhythmic notation.
5. Evaluate their own and other performances, using established criteria.
6. Perform alone and with others, a varied repertoire of music.
7. Notate music through dictation and composition.
8. Listen to, analyze, and describe music.
9. Understand relationships between music, the arts, and disciplines outside the arts.
10. Understand music in relation to history and culture.

COURSE OUTLINES

Due to the unique nature of musical study, all musical and technical elements are taught simultaneously in
order to strengthen the interrelationships between all musical elements, as well as musical understanding
and performance.

LEVEL l

Level I provides an introduction to the structure and technique of the instrument. Level I also draws from
prior learning in General Music classes.
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1. Proper use and care of instrument
2. Tone production and articulation
3. Simple rhythms at appropriate levels of difficulty
4. Simple melodies from the score
5. Expression and dynamics
6. Role of the conductor
7. Perform music in 2/4, 3/4, and 4/4
8. Perform music in major keys at appropriate level of difficulty 9. Critique self and group performances
and rehearsals

10. Identify relationships to mathematics, social studies, science, and the visual arts 11. Identify
characteristics of music from different cultures or historical periods.

LEVEL II

Level II continues to build technical, aesthetic, and musical skills and knowledge through the medium of
performance.

1. Perform repertoire at an appropriate level of musical and technical challenge.

2. Perform music with acceptable tone quality and intonation.
3. Perform more complex rhythms from the score.
4. Interpret melodic passages from the score.

5. Identify and utilize key signatures from 4 sharps to 4 flats.
6. Identify and interpret symbols for articulation and dynamics.
7. Describe the basic musical elements of various historical periods.
8. Evaluate self and group performance utilizing appropriate terminology.

LEVEL III

Level III continues to build a strong understanding of the elements and aesthetics of music as applied to
performance. Through the process of critique, students are increasingly capable of making judgments
regarding the interpretation of their own performances.

1. Perform music at an appropriate level of technical and musical challenge.
2. Perform music with appropriate tone quality and intonation.
3. Perform complex rhythm patterns and time signatures found in the repertoire.

4. Play expressively over the learned range of the instrument.
5. Utilize correct terminology to describe and evaluate performances.
6. Perform music in appropriate major/minor keys.
7. Compare characteristics of musical composition to other art forms.
8. Compare musical elements found in two or more contrasting pieces.

INSTRUCTIONAL STRATEGIES
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1. Teacher modeling
2. Guided practice
3. Independent and small group practice
4. Group/ensemble class performance
5. Singing/clapping
6. Solo performances within the class setting
7. Teacher, peer, and individual critique of performance 8. Evaluation of outside performers

REPERTOIRE

The choice of repertoire has recently become recognized as the crucial element in developing a student's
overall musicianship. Music selected by the teacher is the learning vehicle which presents authentic
technical and artistic challenges that will ultimately be demonstrated by performance. It is the teacher's
responsibility, within district guidelines, to choose repertoire that provides the opportunity for students to
explore various genres along with technical and artistic requirements necessary to perform at a high level
of expertise. The chosen repertoire is essentially the text by which students problem-solve by evaluating
their own performance in order to improve skills.

ASSESSMENT STRATEGIES

Music is, by definition, a performance art. The vast majority of assessments in instrumental music classes are based on an
evaluation of performance, both individual and ensemble. Performance criteria and goals are discussed at every
instrumental lesson, and students become aware of this criteria through discussion and methods to improve aural skills. In
all cases, assessment is a tool to ascertain that course goals and objectives are being met, as well as the method to develop
knowledge aesthetics and performance skills.

Assessment tools include:

1. Group discussions of performances utilizing appropriate terminology and positive feedback

2. Written assessment utilizing appropriate terminology

3. Teacher evaluation of performance utilizing established criteria

4. Evaluation of taped performances, both oral and written
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