
American Rescue Plan - Elementary and Secondary Schools (ARP ESSER)

Program: American Rescue Plan Act of 2021 - Elementary and Secondary Schools

Emergency Relief Fund (ARP-ESSER)

Funding Period: The funds for this grant cycle MUST be encumbered by June 30, 2023. Remaining

funds may be carried over into the next fiscal year for a complete period of availability through Sept.

30, 2024.

Identify Need 1

Cleaning and Spraying Covid Disinfectant in the Air Ducts of the school

Cleaning and spraying Covid disinfectant in the air ducts for the entire school to help ensure that

the Coronavirus will not spread through the air duct system.

According to the National Air Filtration Association, probable droplets of Covid-19 can accumulate

so it is important to keep the air filtration system clean. Since the air ducts have not been cleaned

in the school for a number of years it was decided to have the ducts cleaned and sprayed with Covid

disinfectant in order to help combat the Covid-19 virus and thereby help reduce the chances of the

virus being spread. According to the CDC, Center for Disease Control, "Ensure ventilation systems

operate properly and provide acceptable indoor air quality for the current occupancy level for each

space". By cleaning and sanitizing the air and ventilation system, this has helped improve the air

quality in the building as well as increased air flow.

Identify Need 2

Installation of Bi-Polar Ionization Units

The school had Bi-Polar Ionization units installed in each HVAC unit. The system, " uses carbon

fiber brushes to produce a refined electrical charge to proactively and safely clean the air". The

system installed meets the UL 2998 standards.

The sources used in making the determination in having the Bi-Polar Ionization units installed

is from the US EPA and the ASHRAE, American Society of Heating, Refrigerating and

Air-Conditioning Engineers.

Identify Need 3

Cleaning Supplies and Air Purifiers

Additional cleaning supplies, HEPA Filter room air purifiers, and electrostatic back pack sprayers

were purchased in order to help minimize the chance of contracting the Coronavirus.

The information provided on the CDC website for, "Cleaning, Disinfection, and Hand Hygiene in

Schools - a Toolkit for School

Administrators".https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/clea

n-disinfect-hygiene.html.Below is the evidence-based interventions used to address the needs of

the school.https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools

childcare/clean-disinfect-hygiene.html

Identify Need 4

Learning Acceleration Students - Academic Support -Summer

We recognize that students have experienced learning gaps due to hybrid/remote schedules since

March 2020. In many cases, standards have been addressed, but students lacked the hands-on

opportunities of practice, application, collaboration, and feedback, particularly in small, focused

instructional groups. We are identifying math and literacy primarily, as well as integrated

technology and science where applicable. Socio-emotional needs are also a key component of

supporting our students in our summer program.



Identify Need 5

Learning Ecosystem - Professional Development

Teachers require support in identifying and closing student gaps in mathematics within their grade

level pacing charts. In order to best support students and ensure adequate and appropriate learning

acceleration, professional development will be utilized to close learning gaps without a loss to the

current grade level goals.

Identify Need 6

Staff-Mental Health

More than ever before, educators have absorbed the challenges of their students and their

students' families, as well as managed their own since March 2020 and our school closed due to

COVID-19. Our educators need support if they are to be able to support our students effectively.

Identify Need 7

Students/Community- Mental Health

Students' world was turned upside down due to COVID-19 and its impact on school. Onsite, five days

a week, full days with lunch and recess, music instruction, and small group work all became

"remember when" experiences. The challenges of remote instruction, sudden shifts to remote

instruction, cohorts of students, hybrid models, and numerous new health and safety guidelines

have enhanced anxiety, the need for coping and resiliency skills, and increased the needs for

connection and community.

Identify Need 8

Students - Assessment/Achievement

Use of student assessment and achievement data is of particular importance given the upheaval of

the 2019-2020 and 2020-2021 school years. Through formative and summative assessments and,

most importantly, the analysis across assessments, teachers and parents are able to identify and

support areas in need of support as a result of the pandemic. The availability and ease of multiple

assessments, as well as the collation of student performance permits teachers and parents to

support students beyond the school day.

Identify Need 9

Learning Acceleration Students - Academic Support -Enrichment

We recognize that students have experienced learning gaps due to hybrid/remote schedules since

March 2020. In many cases, standards have been addressed, but students lacked the hands-on

opportunities of practice, application, collaboration, and feedback, particularly in small, focused

instructional groups. We are identifying math and literacy primarily, as well as integrated

technology and science where applicable. Socio-emotional needs are also a key component of

supporting our students in our enrichment program.

ARP ESSER 293,587

Accelerated Learning Coaching and Educator Support 50,000 (200-300)

Our literacy and mathematics instructional staff (general education, basic skills, special education)

were actively involved in review of curriculum (pacing, standards, and mastery), student achievement

and progress, and the impact of hybrid/remote instruction on student groups and populations.

Instructional staff endeavored to improve equitable access to grade-level content and high-quality

resources for each student through their vertical review of curriculum and develop targeted

differentiation strategies for content, application, and assessment for all students, but most

importantly those who were most impacted by COVID-19 and its effects on the school day (SE, remote

only). Teachers will continue to adjust pacing guides to allow for additional learning time and use of

challenging tasks that motivate students to persist in problem solving and "constructive struggle".

Through supported instruction, students' academic needs, as well as their socio-emotional needs, are

supported as engagement, scaffolding layers of support, appropriate and individualized pacing, and

teacher training are included. Through regular assessment and ongoing, throughout the year,

professional development, student progress and teachers'/administrators' reports on progress will

allow revision to further support students.

Evidence-Based Summer Learning and Enrichment 40,000 (100-100; 100-600)

We recognize that students have experienced learning gaps due to hybrid/remote schedules since



March 2020. In many cases, standards have been addressed, but students lacked the hands-on

opportunities of practice, application, collaboration, and feedback, particularly in small, focused

instructional groups, particularly our special education students. We are identifying math and literacy

primarily, as well as integrated technology and science where applicable. Socio-emotional needs are

also a key component of supporting our students in our summer program. We have supported staff in

their learning and implementation of inclusion, reading and writing, multisensory instruction, virtual

learning strategies, and reading in mathematics. Our summer program was expanded to include

additional Orton Gillingham trained staff to further support early literacy, literacy gaps,

comprehension, and phonemic development. Students are assessed prior to entry, throughout the

program, at the end of the program with data utilized to guide further instruction.

Evidence-Based Comprehensive Beyond the School Day 40,000 (200-600)

We recognize that students have experienced learning gaps due to hybrid/remote schedules since

March 2020. In many cases, standards have been addressed, but students lacked the hands-on

opportunities of practice, application, collaboration, and feedback, particularly in small, focused

instructional groups. We are identifying math and literacy primarily, as well as integrated technology

and science where applicable. Socio-emotional needs are also a key component of supporting our

students in our enrichment programs. After-school programs provide a range of high-quality

enrichment activities designed to support students' learning and development as they reinforce and

complement students' academic program outside of school hours. Our enrichment afterschool program

are may provide a wide range of activities such as academic support, collaboration, teamwork, academic

challenge, art/music/technology enrichment and self-care strategies depending upon teacher and

student interest and evaluated need. Assessment tools provide support for identifying needs of students

and provide teachers the data to group, challenge, remediate, or design activities and units which target

specific areas for specific students.

NJTSS Mental Health Support Staffing Grant 45,000 (200-300; 200-600)

Students' world was turned upside down due to COVID-19 and its impact on school. Hybrid and remote

learning models combined with isolation, quarantine, health and safety measures have impacted

students' feelings of safety and connectedness. Onsite, five days a week, full days with lunch and recess,

music instruction, and small group work all became "remember when" experiences. The challenges of

remote instruction, sudden shifts to remote instruction, cohorts of students, hybrid models, and

numerous new health and safety guidelines have enhanced anxiety, the need for coping and resiliency

skills, and increased the needs for connection and community. Our plan for the use of

funds are to implement a tiered, comprehensive SEL system and expand our school-based

programming complete with resources in coping, resilience, CASEL's Core SEL Competencies, assembly

programs, and individualized services. Through the work of our School Counselor, SEL and School

Climate Committee, Child Study Team, and involved parent groups, we anticipate a community based

support system for our students, staff, and families. The district will engage in meaningful consultation

with students; families; school and district administrators (including special education administrators);

and teachers, principals, school leaders, other educators, school staff, and their unions. A community

structure will be utilized to support all members of the school community in recovery from the

COVID-19 pandemic and rebuilding community. Staff is an incredibly critical component of ensuring

students' and the community's mental health, so they, too, are recipients of extensive professional

development and resources. Additionally a critical piece of all members of our school family feeling

supported, safe, and a sense of belonging, is further developing conversation, supports, and opportunity

to reflect upon and deepen understanding of self and others through discussions on diversity,

inclusivity, and community.



Budget Summary


