
 

Empowering Writers 
   Writing Instruction K - 8   

   Professional Development  

   Teacher Resources 

 
  Dea Auray  

 Art Jureller 

 

  

  

 



Welcome 



Demands of the Common Core: Writing for a Variety of Audiences and 

Purposes: 

 

Narrative Writing – to entertain 

   • realistic fiction  • personal narrative  • imaginative fantasy 

Expository Writing – to inform 

   • informative essay • compare/contrast • how-to 

Opinion Writing – to share personal opinion 

    • distinguishing fact from opinion  •  opinion essay  • reviews 

 (book, movies, etc)   •  expressing a stand on an issue 

Response to Text – to comprehend, clarify 

    •  response to fictional stories  •  response to nonfiction texts 

Research – gleaning facts to inform writing 

 •  developing research questions •  using text conventions to 

locate information  •  accessing data from charts, graphs, etc.   •  internet 

searches•  taking notes 

•  interpreting notes  •  organizing information in expository format 
  



Challenges of Teaching Writing: 
  

• Most teachers have no formal instruction in “HOW” to teach writing 

 

• Management of the traditional Writers’ Workshop is difficult.  

 
 

• Everyone interprets writing as a process differently. 
 

• There is little consistency in instruction across and between grade 
 levels.  

 

• Rarely do we have a common vocabulary for discussing writing. 
 

•  Assessment of student writing that effectively drives instruction is 
 challenging without knowledge of specific skills 
    

•  Many students have difficulty recognizing the differences in purpose, 
 salient features, and organizational strategies of narrative and  

 expository and persuasive writing. 

 



Empowering Writers believes: 
• Reading and writing are flip sides of the same coin.  There needs to be 
 a strong literature connection. 
  
• Students always know more than they can articulate clearly.  
 (Modeling helps build vocabulary!) 

 

• The best way to learn how to write well is through imitation.         
(literary examples and teacher modeling) 
 

• Good writers possess specific skills and techniques that can be  

            practiced and learned.  Every student has the potential to  
  write well. 

 

• Consistency and basic assured experiences across and between grade 
 levels are necessary for success.  Starting in kindergarten! 

 

• Good writing shares some attributes across all genres - but each genre 
 also requires specific instruction in purpose, audience,  
 organization and elaboration. 

 



Importance of Professional Development: 
 

• Most teachers have not had formal training in writing. 

 

• While teachers recognize weak writing, they usually  have 
few specific strategies for moving students  forward. 

 

• Schools need consistency in instruction across and 
 between grade levels. This way you experience 
 school-wide growth and develop a writing  
 community. 

 

• Good writing equals clear thinking - applies to all  
 content areas. 

 



 
• have access to a comprehensive range of developmentally appropriate, 
teacher-ready writing resources 
 
• receive guidelines and encourage opportunities to look critically, collegially, 
and prescriptively at student writing 
 
• meet collegially to discuss, share, and reflect on their instructional 
practices in writing  (PLC) 
 
• receive specific strategies and intervention tools to assist struggling 
writers 
 
• have access to a variety of web and technology related resources to 
support them on-demand, when they need help 
 

Benefits for Teachers: 



Empowering Writers: 

• Aligns with the Common Core 

 

• Creates an environment that scaffolds instruction, and 

   provides basic assured writing experiences, K-8 

 

• Offers a comprehensive range of teacher-ready resources 

 

•  Offers on-going support for successful implementation 

 

• Delivers Measurable Results  - Case Studies 

 

   How? 

 

    

 

   � 



Imagine you are a spring flower. Write 

about your experience as a flower. Be sure 

to include lots of details. 



Think about being that flower: 

 What did you see? 

 What did you hear? 

 What did you feel? 

 What did you smell? 

 
 Gently, I picked up my head and turned it toward the warm morning 

sun. As the sun beat down on me, I stretched my leaves upwards. The sky 

was clear blue with puffy white clouds. The morning dew glistened as the tiny 

droplets that covered me started to disappear. I could hear the nearby sound 

of busy buzzing bees and the happy tweeting of the birds. I took a deep 

breath and noticed the sweet smell of spring. 

  



    Methodology   
1) Introduce and define the skill through the use of 

literature (mentor text) 

2)  Model 

3) Guided Practice 

 Steps 1-3 over time leads to: 

 

4) Application   

  



 Powerful MODELING involves:  

 • asking specific, productive questions 

 • eliciting a wide range of student responses 

 • providing vivid vocabulary to best represent 

  students’ intentions 

 • charting the revision, “talking out loud”,  

         articulating the thought processes of an 

         author. 

Guided Practice: have students try the same skill 
  in isolation, borrowing from the modeled sample. 



Let’s use the detail 

generating questions 

to revise this fifth 

grader’s draft. 

 

TOPIC: Redecorating 

M.I. #1:  color scheme 

M.I. #2: entertainment 

 items 



• Work in groups or 
independently. 

 

•  Apply detail generating 

questions “What does it 
“look” like?  Why is it 
important?” to each detail. 

 

•  Use sentence starters if 
you need to (right). 

 

•  BONUS:  Use a word 
referent in place of your 
particular detail. 



 Let’s see what fifth 

graders did with this same 

activity… 



Notice the way the 

students began the 

first sentence…it 

adds voice and 

style! 



Variation on a 

theme - how did this 

group begin?! 

 

Note the  use of the 

word referent… 



Let’s look at a complete 

student writing piece 



Introduction Paragraph - Lead: question  

 Note the use of informative verbs for each main 
idea. 



Main Idea - Appearance 

                   What does it “look” like?  Why is it important?  



Note the use of an anecdote. 



Use An Amazing Fact 



 
Grade 4 author used:  hypothetical anecdote, word 
referents, informative verbs, definitive word/phrase, 
restatement of general topic sentence to craft an 
effective conclusion. 



   

Providing Sustainable Support Services… 
 

•  Video Support Series available to assist in the implementation of writing    

instruction on an on-demand basis.   

 

•  Content based webinars available tailored to specific needs. 

 
•  Free monthly e-newsletter for teachers with seasonal lessons. 
   

•  See www.empoweringwriters.com for informative articles, lesson plans,    

 teaching tips, literature connections/bibliography, student  

 samples, Parent’s Corner, and contact info for specific content 

 questions  
       

•  Our Online Store features a wide range of additional materials to  

 enhance instruction. 
 

 

http://www.empoweringwriters.com


 

 

  Q and A?? 



Thank you! 
              

 www.empoweringwriters.com 
       

 203-452-8301 

http://www.empoweringwriters.com

